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96 [October, 1844. 

Meeting for Business, October 29, 1844. 

Vice President Morton in the Chair. 

The Committee to whom was referred a paper by Dr. Ra- 
venel, read May 7th, 1844, reported in favor of publica- 
tion. 

Description of some new species of Fossil Organic Remains, from 
the Eocene of South Carolina. By Edmund Ravunel, M. D., 
of Charleston, S. C* 

Genus PECTEN. 

1 . Pecten Mortoni. Specific character — Orbicular, thin, both 
valves moderately convex, one more so than the other — outside, 
with numerous concentric obsolete stria; inside, — with from eighteen 
to twenty four radiating double ribs, slightly elevated ; ears large, 
sub-equal, striated externally. 

This species is nearly allied to the P. pleuronectus and P. japo- 
nicus. It is found in the limestone on my plantation, The Grove, 
in St. Thomas's Parish, about 17 miles from Charleston, and also on 
Goose creek, at Mr. Henry Smith's, about 7 miles South West from 
the Grove deposit, and 1 1 miles from Charleston; Cooper River being 
between these localities. 

This shell is abundant at the Grove, but being large and thin, it 
is generally broken in getting out the marl, and with the exception 
of a few small specimens, I have not been able to procure a perfect 
valve. 

The largest specimen in my possession although not perfect, is 
sufficiently so to determine its size; it is 8| inches in diameter. 

I take much pleasure in designating this shell by the name of our 
distinguished Geologist, Dr. Samuel George Morton, of Philadelphia. 

2. Pecten Holbrookii. Specific character — Orbicular, convex 
with twenty-three large, prominent, somewhat flattened ribs, smooth, 
margin strongly dentate ; ears large, nearly equal, obscurely rib- 
bed, within deeply channeled on the hinge margin ; cavity of the 
ligament triangular, deep. Transverse diameter 5| inches, longi- 
tudinal diameter 4| inches. 

Detached valves only have fallen into my hands. It occurs in my 

* It is designed to give wood-cuts of these interesting species in a fu- 
ture number. 



October, 1844.] 97 

own mail pits, at the Grove, with the P. Mortoni, but more rarely. 
I have fragments of larger specimens than the one described ; from 
these fragments it is probable that both valves are convex, one a 
little more so than the other. 

I have dedicated this species to our learned herpetologist, Profes- 
sor Holbrook, of Charleston, S. C. 

Genus TEREBRATULA. 

TerebratuTa canipes. Specific character. Larger valve, pear- 
.shaped, convex ; beak rather large and prominent ; seven plaits ex- 
tending from the anterior, and part of the lateral margin to about 
two-thirds of the shell towards the beak, three of these occupying 
the middle, and two others, less prominent, each of the sides : mar- 
gin deeply toothed by the plaits. Length 1| inches, width 1 3-8 
inches. 

I found a single valve in the limestone thrown out for agricul- 
tural purposes at the Plantation of Dr. J. G. Prioleau, in St. John's 
Parish, S. C., about five miles south of Black Oak, on the Santee 
Canal. It was associated with fragments and casts of various 
species which could not be determined with certainty, with the ex- 
ception of "Pecten calvatus," (Morton,) "Ostrea panda," (Morton,) 
and " Scutella Lyelli," Pileus sinensis, (nobis.) 

The marl on this property is conveniently obtained from the 
bottom of a small creek, which is often nearly dry, and as it varies 
in hardness, the deposit has been examined at different spots within 
a half mile. At one of these places, about 200 yards from that at 
which I found this Terebratula, the Scutella pileus-sinensis is cu- 
riously abundant and perfect, and is almost the only fossil which 
can be determined. In a few cart loads thrown out, and not used 
from being too hard, thousands of this fossil are visible. 

Unfortunately, the rock is generally too hard to permit their re- 
moval ; occasionally a good specimen may be procured, but gene- 
rally they are broken in the effort to separate them. 

Genus SCUTELLA. 
Scutella pileus-sinensis. — (Mandarin's hat.) Specific character: 
Orbicular ; posterior margin slightly truncated, with two slight in- 
dentations opposite the posterior ambulacra ; margin thin, least so 
anteriorly. 
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Apex a little anterior to the centre and very much elevated and 
rounded ; ambulacra rather short. 

Beneath slightly concave, with five compressed lines correspond- 
ing with the ambulacra, dividing at about half their length into two, 
and then running on, becoming less distinct, to the margin. Dia- 
meter three inches. 

This fossil is found abundantly in a mass of limestone on the 
estate of Dr. Philip G. Prioleau, in St. John's Parish, S. Carolina, 
about six miles south of Black Oak Lock of Santee Canal. 

The limestone is excavated for agricultural purposes, and in 
spreading it upon the fields, numerous very perfect specimens are 
thrown out. 

The elevation of the apex is very remarkable, and at once dis- 
tinguishes this species from any other with which I am ac- 
quainted. 

( To be continued.) 



The Committee on Dr. Melsheimer's papers, read August 
6th, and September 26th, 1844, describing new species of N. 
American Coleoptera, reported in favor of publication. 

Descriptions of New Species of Coleoptera of the United States. 
By F. E. Melsheimer, M. D.* 

Heteroceridx, MacLeay. 
Hetehocebus, Bosc, Fabr. 

1 . H. ventralis. Fuscous ; elytra with two common angulated fulvous fascite. — 
3| 1. long, 1 1. wide. Pennsylvania. 

Oblong-ovate, brown, yellowish pubescent, densely and finely punctured ; 
head densely clothed with an ochraceous pubescence ; the clypeus prominent, 
rounded and testaceous at tip; eyes black; antenna? testaceous; mandibles 
slightly arcuated, fringed with hairs at base ; thorax moderately convex, immar- 
ginate, narrowed anteriorly, subrectilinear at base, with the sides slightly 
rounded; posterior angles abruptly rounded; surface invested with a dense 
ochraceous pubescence ; elytra obtusely striate, with two common zigzag fulvous 
fascia, and a third, similarly colored interrupted one at apex ; beneath fuscous, 
with the feet, ventral margins and tip, testaceous ; anterior tibiae dusky, with 
nine prominent spines at the exterior edge. 

2. H. undatus. Fuscous ; margins of thorax testaceous ; elytra with obso- 
lete undulated fasciae. — 1$ 1. long, £ I. wide. Pennsylvania. 

* Communicated by the Entomological Society of Pennsylvania. 
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Brown, ochraceous pubescent, densely and minutely punctured; clypeus pro- 
minent, rounded at apex ; antennae dull rufous; eyes black; thorax formed as 
in the preceding, with the lateral margins testaceous ; posterior angles and sides 
finely marginate ; scutel elongate, triangular ; elytra intensely finely punctured, 
obsoletely striate, and with obsolete undulated rufous fasciae ; beneath blackish, 
with the ventral apex testaceous ; feet brownish, with the tarsi and knees testa- 
ceous. In Bize, form, color and disposition of the elytral spots, this species 
resembles much H. marginatus, Fabr., and may be a local variety of that 
species. 

3. H. brunneus. Fuscous ; thorax with the sides and posterior angles mar- 
ginate ; elytra obsoletely maculate with cinereous. — 2 I. long, J I. wide. Penn- 
sylvania. 

Form of the preceding. Fuscous, yellowish pubescent, finely shagreened ; 
antennae dusky, with the basal joint dull testaceous ; clypeus transverse-quad- 
rate, the apex truncate and obsoletely testaceous ; thorax like in marginatus, 
Fabr., with the sides and posterior angles marginate ; elytra indistinctly macu- 
late with cinereous ; beneath and feet blackish or dark brown ; tarsi and tip of 
venter dull testaceous. 

Parnidx, MacL. 
Elmis, Latr. — Limnius, Illig. 

E. vittatus. Testaceous ; elytra with the lateral margins and suture brown.- 
1 1. long. Pennsylvania. 

Elmis bivittatus ? Dej. Catal. 

Testaceous; head blackish above ; palpi piceous ; antenna; testaceous; tho- 
rax subquadrate, convex, very minutely punctured, narrowed anteriorly, with 
the middle of the anterior margin dusky ; glossy ; elytra striate-punctate, the 
punctures large and profound ; lateral margins from behind the humerus to the 
apex, and sutural margin, fuscous ; beneath and feet testaceous, occasionally 
with a rufous tinge. 

Macrontchus, Muller. 

M. lateralis. Black, with the thorax and elytra at sides white. — 1J 1. long. 
Pennsylvania. 

Black : head black, with two longitudinal impressed lines between and near 
the eyes ■■ palpi piceous : clypeus and labrum glabrous, shining : antennae ? 
thorax convex, widest in the middle, the sides rounded ; an obsolete impressed 
line each side from the apex to the middle, a faint longitudinal raised line each 
side near the posterior angles ; lateral edges white : elytra punctate-striate, cata- 
phracted or invested with a hard crust ; lateral edges white : feet black, with the 
tarsi piceous. 

Helophoridss, MacL. 
Htdroohus, Germar. 

1. H. gibbosus. Brassy ; thorax with a broad dorsal groove ; elytra tritu- 
berculate. — 2 J 1. long; 1J 1. wide. Pennsylvania. 

Elqphorus tuiereulatus, M. C. 

— — — gibbosus, " 
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Brassy : head brassy-greenish, obsoletely trituberculate between the eyes, 
punctured, punctures profound and distant on the cranium, confluent and 
rugose on the clypeus : thorax subcordate, greenish-brassy, strongly and rugosely 
punctured, slightly convex on the middle of the anterior margin ; a broad, 
shallow indentation on the disk : scutel minute, orbiculate : elytra subovate, 
widest behind the middle; brassy-brown, strongly striate-punctate; each elytrum 
with three elevations, of which the two first are short, and linear, the third or 
posterior one is located before the declivity of the elytrum, and is oblique, linear, 
and studded with four or five small tubercles : beneath brown : feet dusky 
green-brassy ; tarsi dull testaceous. This species is strictly no Hydrochus, 
neither can it with propriety be referred to any other of the present constructed 
genera of Helophoridx. 

2. H. rufipes. Brassy-brown; feet rufo-testaceous. — 1 j 1. long. Pennsyl- 
vania. 

Elophorus rufipes, Melsh. Catal. 

Body elongate, brassy-pale brown above: head dark, roughly punctured; 
the clypeus at tip truncate : thorax quadrate, slightly widest at apex, with the 
middle of the anterior margin feebly prolonged ; surface somewhat inequal, 
roughly punctured : elytra strongly crenate-striale, the interstices fine, elevated, 
second, third and fourth lines with interruptions in the middle ; suture dull ru- 
fous : beneath reddish-brown : feet rufo-testaceous ; knees dusky. The elytra 
in some specimens are reddish-brown. 

Hydrophilidse, MacL. 

Berosus, Leach. 

B. auritus. Lurid-testaceous ; head biimpressed, brilliant cupreous. — 1 J 1. 
long. Pennsylvania. 

Hydrophilus auritus, Melsh. Catal. 

peregrinus, Hbst. Col. VII. p. 314. 171 

Size and form of H. luridus, Linn. Body lurid-testaceous : head brilliant 
cupreous, densely and deeply punctured, each side between the eyes, with a 
longitudinal impression which is bounded before by a transverse impressed line ; 
lateral and anterior edges of the clypeus black : antennas, labrum and palpi, 
testaceous : thorax less densely and obviously punctured than the head, with a 
somewhat obsolete green-brassy spot behind the middle of the anterior margin : 
elytra crenate-striate, sparsely maculate with dusky : beneath and feet testa- 
ceous. Though Herbst's character, « between the eyes are two large flat tuber- 
cles, which have a bluish reflection," is absent in the present species, it may 
nevertheless be peregrinus, 

Laccobics, Erichson. 

L. punctatus. Lurid; head and thorax black, with the lateral margins of 
the latter testaceous. — 1^ 1. long. Pennsylvania. 

Head minutely and densely punctured, black, shining ; each side before the 
eyes, antenna; and palpi testaceous : thorax blackish, glossy, with the lateral 
margins and posterior angles broadly pale testaceous ; punctured like the head : 
scutel black, with sparse punctures : elytra lurid, finely and obtusely punctate- 
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striate, the atrice dusky or black ; lateral margins obsoletely testaceous : beneath 
black : feet yellowish. 

Philhydhtjs, Solier. 

1. P. Kmbalis. Blackish ; lateral margins of the head, thorax and elytra, 
pale testaceous. — 3J I. long, 2 1. wide. Pennsylvania. 

Black, sometimes dull reddish-brown, very minutely and densely punctured, 
and finely wrinkled, glossy : head, each side before the eyes, with a large pale 
testaceous spot : antennae and palpi rufo-piceous : thorax with the lateral mar- 
gins and exterior half of anterior and posterior edges, pale testaceous : scutel 
punctured like the elytra, the latter with the lateral margins broadly pale testa- 
ceous ; obsolete distant rows of remote punctures : beneath and feet blackish or 
dark reddish-brown. Differs from H. cinctus, Say, to which it is closely 
allied. 

2. Y.fimbriatus. Blackish ; lateral margins of the thorax and elytra piceous.— 
2 — 2J 1. long, \$ — 1 j 1. wide. Pennsylvania. 

Hydropkilus fimbriatus, Melsh. Catal. 

. lateralis, " « 

Short, ovate, convex, blackish, shining, densely and very finely and regularly 
punctured : head deep black : antennse and palpi rufo-piceous : thorax piceous 
or dull testaceous on the lateral margins and anterior edge : elytra with obsolete 
rows of distant punctures ; lateral margins piceous or testaceous; sutural stria 
distinct from the middle to the apex : beneath blackish : feet blackish-piceous, 
with the tibiae and tarsi lighter. A very abundant species. 

3. P. ochraceus. Ochraceous ; thorax at margins paler ; head piceous. — 
1 J 1. long, J 1. wide. Pennsylvania. 

Oval, moderately convex, ochraceous, glossy, minutely and densely punc- 
tured : head dull rufo-piceous, with a testaceous spot before each eye, which 
last are black : labrum, palpi, feet and body beneath, pale testaceous : throat 
blackish-piceous : thorax with all the margins paler than the disk : scutel com- 
paratively large, acute-triangular: elytra with the lateral margins confusedly 
paler than the disk ; sutural stria distinct ; posterior tarsi hardly ciliate. 

Sphseridiidai, MacL. 
Ckrcyon, Leach. 

1. C. macuhtum. Blackish, with the lateral margins of the thorax, apical 
third of the elytra rufo-testaceous ; elytra punctate-striate. — 1$ 1. long, J l.wide. 
Pennsylvania. 

Oblong-ovate, shining : head pitchy-black, densely and very minutely punc- 
tured ; labrum finely and shortly fringed : antennse and palpi piceous : thorax 
densely and finely punctured, blackish, somewhat piceous, the lateral margins 
rufo-piceous : scutel minute, blackish : elytra black, with the apical third con- 
fusedly testaceous ; an obsolete roundish spot on the middle of the lateral mar- 
gin, and a short linear one at the middle of the base, dull rufo-testaceous ; late- 
ral edges similarly colored ; distinctly punctate-striate, the interstices distinctly 
punctured on the disk : body beneath blackish : feet chestnut. 

Allied to occalatum, Say, but it is more strongly punctured and differently 
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colored than that species. It also resembles apicale, Say, but aside of the dif- 
ferent disposilion of the colors, it has the exterior elytral strise entire. 

2. C. nanum. Deep glossy black ; thorax piceous at the anterior margin; 
elytra punctate-striate. — 1 1. long. Pennsylvania. 

Ovate, convex, deep black : head and thorax highly polished, densely and 
very finely punctured, the latter with the anterior and lateral margins slightly 
piceous : palpi testaceous : antenna? and feet piceous : scutel small, elongate, 
triangular : elytra distinctly striate, with the interstices very minutely wrinkled : 
beneath piceous. 

3. C. mundum. Black ; elytra, feet, palpi and antennas testaceous; each 
elytrum with a black spot in the middle. — ^ 1. long. Pennsylvania. 

Ovate, moderately convex : head and thorax black, highly polished, hardly 
punctured, the latter with a rufous tinge, particularly on the lateral margins : 
scutel colored like the elytra, the latter distinctly punctate-striate, rufo-testa- 
ceous, each with a large, somewhat obsolete, blackish spot towards the tip ; an- 
tenna?, palpi, and feet testaceous : beneath blackish. 

4. C. minusculum. Blackish; elytra punctate-striate. — J 1. long. Penn 
sylvania. 

Ovate, very convex, blackish, glossy : head shining, densely and finely punc- 
tured : thorax shining, less strongly and densely punctured than the head ; 
lateral and anterior margins piceous: scutel minute : elytra distinctly punctate- 
striate, the interstices very obsoletely rugose ; black, with a rufous tinge, parti- 
cularly the sutural region : feet testaceous ? Resembles nanum, but is much 
smaller. 

AgatMdiidce, Westw. 

Phalacbcs, Payk. 

1. P.politus. Deep black, shining, impunctured. — 1 1. long, J 1. wide. 
Pennsylvania. 

HydropMlus politus, Melsh. Catal. 

Short, oval, deep black, slightly piceous, shining, impunctured : clypeus ob- 
tusely rounded at tip : mandibles slender, with the apex acute and black: an- 
tennae piceous, with the clava fuscous, compact, fusiform : palpi piceous : thorax 
convex : scutel large, obtuse-triangular: elytra convex, short, obtusely rounded 
at apex ; highly polished, the sutural stria distinct from behind the middle to 
the apex : beneath blackish : feet piceous, short, the femora robust, somewhat 
compressed ; tibia? compressed, finely spinose at the edges; tarsi short, slender, 
the articulations obsolete. 

2. P. apicialis. Castaneous, shining ; apex of the elytra, feet and beneath, 
testaceous. — 1 1. long. Pennsylvania. 

Oblong-oval, impunctured, reddish-brown, very shining : eyes black : antenna? 
and palpi testaceous : thorax with the sides paler than the disk : elytra with 
the apical third testaceous ; sutural stria abbreviated a little behind the base : 
feet and beneath testaceous. 

3. P. niiidus. Castaneous, nitid, impunctured. — J 1. long. Pennsylvania. 
Short, ovate, greatly convex, light chestnut, highly polished, impunctured : 
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bead with distant very minute punctures ; eyes black : sutural stria of the elytra 
faintly impressed. 

Lkiodes, Latr. 

1. L. allernaia. Ochraceous above, beneath pafcr. — 2£ 1. long. Pennsyl- 
vania. 

Anisotoma americmia, Melsh. Catal. 

Convex, ochraceous : head and thorax glossy, very minutely or hardly punc- 
tured : scutel colored like the thorax, very minutely punctured; elytra darker 
than the thorax, distinctly punctate-striate, the second, fourth, sixth and eighth 
interstices, each with a series of distant large punctures : antenna? palpi, feet 
and venter testaceous : posterior tibiae (. $) greatly bowed. 

2. L. discolor. Piceous above, rufo-lestaceous beneath. — 1J 1. long. Penn- 
sylvania. 

Convex, pitchy -brown above : antennae, palpi, and head in the middle longi- 
tudinally, rufo-piceous ; eyes and inner margins of the eyes, blackish : thorax 
very shining, hardly punctured, with the lateral margins rufo-piceous: scutel 
piceous, minutely punctured : elytra distinctly striale-punctate, the interstices 
polished and punctured as in the preceding species : epipleurae, feet and pectus, 
rufo-testaceous, the two latter distinctly punctured ; lateral margins of the ven- 
ter pale testaceous. It is the Anisotoma piceum of Melsheimer's Catalogue, 
but the name picea is preoccupied in this genus. 

Aga? hidium, Illig. 

1. A. piceum. Black, shining; antennae testaceous; palpi and feet rufo- 
piceous. — 2 1. long. Pennsylvania. 

Agathidium piceum^ Melsh. Catal. 

Pitchy-black, very glossy : head very minutely punctured ; labrum rufo- 
piceous: antenna: testaceous, pilose: palpi testaceous: thorax strongly convex, 
highly polished, impunctured, with the lateral margins decidedly piceous ; an 
obvious small indentation on the middle : elytra glossy, impunctured, very finely 
and densely wrinkled, with the lateral margins obscurely piceous ; sutural stria 
obsolete : feet rufo or castaneo-piceous . beneatli blackish or dark reddish- 
brown. 

2. A. exiguum. Black; apex of the elytra obsoletely piceous; feet casta- 
neous. — J 1. long. Pennsylvania. 

Agathidium minutum, Melsh. M. S. 

Black, glossy :■ head apparently impunctured : antennae and palpi rufo-pi- 
ceous : thorax impunctured, the lateral margins obsoletely piceous : elytra im- 
punctured, with the apex rufo-piceous; sutural stria abbreviated before the 
middle : feet chestnut-brown. Resembles the preceding, but is greatly inferior 
in size. 

Scaphidiidse, MacL. 

ScAPHIDIUM, Oliv. 

S. piceum, Black, immaculate.— 2J 1. long, 1£ 1. wide. Pennsylvania. 
Scaphidium piceum, Melsh. Catal. 

13 
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Black, immaculate, very shining : head sparsely and very finely punctured; 
eyes approximate : antennae, palpi and mouth piceous, the first with the clava 
fuscous : thorax very finely punctured, with the ordinary basal punctures well 
defined : elytra with distant shallow punctures ; besides the ordinary basal and 
subsutural series of punctures, there are about three much abbreviated discoidal 
ones, each consisting of two, three, or four punctures : feet and tip of abdomen, 
black-piceous ; tarsi paler. 

Scaphisoma, Leach. 

S. terminatum. Black ; posterior edge of the elytra, tip of abdomen, feet 
and mouth, rufo-piceous. — | 1. long. Pennsylvania. 

Scapkidium terminatum, Melsh. Catal. 

Black, shining, glabrous, very minutely rugose : elytra with the apical mar- 
gin rufo-piceous ; sutural stria distinct ; terminal segments of abdomen, feet and 
mouth, rufo-piceous. Differs from convexum, Say, in being much smaller, and 
apparently impunctured. It is more closely allied to agaricinum, Linn., than 
to the former species. 

Silphidse, Leach. 

Pettis, Kugellan, Fabr. 

1. P. quadrtfineata. Black ; each elytrum with four longitudinal raised 
lines. — 4| 1. long, 2 1. wide. Pennsylvania. 

Opatrum striatum, Melsh. Catal. 

Body oblong, black-piceous : head weakly and obtusely indented on the front, 
slightly transversely convex between the eyes ; punctured, punctures numerous 
and profound : antenna?, palpi and mouth, piceous : thorax short, transverse, 
a little wider behind than before; basal edge almost rectilinear; anterior margin 
sinuate; sides- obtusely rounded ; surface punctured like the head, with a trans- 
verse impression before the middle of the base, and another obsolete one on the 
middle of the disk ; dorsal line fine, distinct on the middle : scutel transverse- 
oval, sparsely punctured : elytra more than three times the length of the thorax, 
with the sides slightly rounded ; four entire longitudinal raised lines, sutural 
and lateral edges also elevated, the spaces each with four series of deep punc- 
tures. 

2. P. marginata. Black; margins of the thorax and elytra piceous, the last 
With four raised lines. — 3 1. long, 1| 1. wide. Pennsylvania. 

Oblong, black-piceous : head as in the preceding : antennae, mouth and palpi 
piceous : thorax altogether as in the preceding, only the dorsal line is distinct 
and entire, and the lateral margins dull rufo-piceous : scutel as in the preced- 
ing ; elytra comparatively shorter than those of the preceding, and sculptured 
like them, only the spaces contain but two or three series of punctures; lateral 
margins dull rufo-piceous : beneath and feet reddish-brown, the latter slightly 
piceous. The tibiae in this and the preceding species, are furnished with two 
spurs at tip, and the anterior pair is very finely denticulated. 

Nitidulidw, MacL. 
Cebcus, Latr. 
1. C. punctulatus. Piceous; head and terminal segment of the abdomen, 
rufo-piceous; feet testaceous. 1 1. long. Pennsylvania. 
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Blackish-piceous : head dull rufo-piceous, much and finely punctured : an- 
tennae colored as the head, clava fuscous : thorax as wide as the elytra, trans- 
verse, sides rounded, slightly narrowed before, denselyand deeply punctured; 
angles obtuse : scutel obtuse-triangular, piceous, impunctured : elytra twice 
as long as the thorax, much and distinctly punctured, obliquely truncate at 
apex : pygidiumdull rufo-piceous, very minutely punctured : feet and beneath 
reddish-brown-piceous. 

2. C. pusillus. Black ; thorax strongly rounded at sides ; feet piceous. 
Pennsylvania. 

Nitidula puMla, Melsh. Catal. 

Smaller than the preceding. Black : head confertly punctured : labrum and 
palpi piceous : antennae ? two basal joints piceous : thorax somewhat narrower 
than the elytra, transverse, strongly rounded at sides, with the angles ob- 
tuse ; finely and densely punctured : scutel obtuse-triangular, punctured : 
elytra twice as long as the thorax, obliquely truncate at apex ; minutely and 
densely punctured, and wrinkled : pygidium very minutely punctured : be- 
neath blackish : feet dull reddish-brown-piceous. 

Carpophilus, Leach. 

1. C. antiquus. Dull reddish-brown; elytra with the apex black; feet 
rufous. 1$ 1. long. Pennsylvania. 

Nitidula antiqua, Melsh. Catal. 

Oblong, flattish, dull reddish-brown above, minutely and much punctured ; 
head less distinctly punctured, and lighter colored than the thorax and elytra ; 
antennae color of the feet, clava fuscous : eyes black : thorax as wide as the 
elytra, transverse-subquadrate, with the sides slightly rounded ; disk some- 
what flattened and deeper tinted; hind angles small, acute : scutel piceous, 
apparently impunctured : elytra covering two-thirds of the abdomen, ob- 
liquely truncate and broadly black at apex: beneath rather piceous: feet 
rufous. 

2. C. minutus. Pale ochraceous. 1 1. long. Pennsylvania. 
Nitidula minuta, Melsh. Catal. 

Depressed, pale ochraceous, minutely, densely and rugosely punctured : 
antennae color of the body, clava fuscous : eyes black : thorax as wide as the 
elytra, transverse-quadrate, with the sides slightly rounded ; angles acute ; 
color tinged with reddish-brown ; disk depressed : scute! very finely punc- 
tured : elytra not twice as long as the thorax, covering about two-thirds of 
the abdomen, truncate at apex; wings ample: feet yellowish-rufous. 

3. C. bimaculatus. Blackish ; elytra rufous, with an angulated fuscous 
fascia. 1J 1. long. Pennsylvania. 

Nitidula bimaculata, Melsh. Catal. 

Oblong, slightly convex, densely, minutely and rugosely punctured, black- 
ish or dark fuscous, finely pubescent : mouth piceous : antennas? thorax mo- 
derately convex, as wide as the elytra, transverse, narrowed in front, the 
sides slightly rounded ; posterior angles subobtuse ; basal margin with a 
shallow indentation each side, towards the angles : scutellum black, punc- 
tured in the middle : elytra slightly convex, covering not much more than 
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half of the abdomen, and at suture not much longer than the thorax ; dull 
rufous, with a common angulated brown fascia, formed like the letter m ; 
tip obliquely truncate : abdomen attenuated posteriorly : feet dull rufous. 

Nitidula, Fabr., Erich. 

1. N. uniguttata. Light brown ; lateral thoracic margins and a spot on 
each elytrum, cinereous. 1J 1. long. Pennsylvania 

Nitidula biguttata, Melsh. Catal. 

Oblong, light brown, finely and densely cinereous pubescent, minutely 
and closely punctured : head colored as the disk of the thorax, slightly im- 
pressed each side near the antennae, which are dull testaceous, with the clava 
fuscous: thorax transverse, narrowed anteriorly, the sides rounded and 
slightly dilated behind the middle ; angles subobtuse ; lateral margins yel- 
lowish-cinereous : elytra not covering the tip of the pygidium, obtusely 
rounded at apex; each with a small yellowish-cinereous spot in the middle : 
beneath and feet rufo-testaceous. 

2. N. rufida. Ochraceous ; eyes black. 2 1. long. Pennsylvania. 
Nitidula rufida, Melsh. Catal. 

Oblong, slightly convex, pubescent, very minutely and confertly punc- 
tured or shagreened, ochraceous : antennae rufous, with the clava dusky : eyes 
black : thorax transverse, narrowed in front, the sides slightly rounded ; a 
transverse impressed line behind the middle of the anterior margin ; anterior 
angles obtuse, posterior ones acute ; elytra more than twice the length of the 
thorax, not covering the tip of the podex, rounded at apex : feet and beneath 
yellowish-rufous. Resembles much Epurcea cortiana, Erichson, but is always 
deeper colored, and comparatively narrower than that species. 

Osmosita, Eriph. 

1. 0. badia. Pale ochraceous , feet testaceous ; eyes black. 1^1. long: 
1 1. wide. Pennsylvania. 

Subquadrate, subdepressed, very slightly pubescent, densely and minutely 
punctured, pale ochraceous : head faintly impressed each side between the 
antennas, which are colored like the body, with the clava broad, fuscous, ex- 
cepting the first joint, which is dusky rufous : eyes black : thorax transverse, 
narrowed anteriorly, the sides slightly rounded ; anterior margin strongly 
notched, posterior one slightly retuse; anterior angles obtuse, posterior ones 
acute, prominent : scutel densely punctured : elytra more than twice the 
length of the thorax, obtusely rounded, and almost covering the pygidium ; 
humeral tubercles prominent : beneath and feet testaceous. 

2. 0. castanea. Light, or dark ferruginous ; pectus fuscous ; eyes black. 
1J 1. long. Pennsylvania. 

Nitidula castanea, Melsh. Catal. 

Broad-oval, subdepressed, finely and densely pubescent, dark, or light fer- 
ruginous, with the lateral margins paler ; very finely and confertly punc- 
tured ; antennae rufous, the two first joints of the club fuscous : mandibles 
testaceous, tip, and eyes, black : thorax transverse, narrowed anteriorly, 
slightly so at base, where it is somewhat narrower than the base of the elytra. 
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with sides rounded ; anterior margin deeply notched, posterior one slightly 
retuse ; anterior angles subacute, posterior ones acute ; lateral margins widely 
depressed and paler than the disk, which is obsoletely transversely indented 
in front of the scutel : scutellum wide, triangular, densely punctulate : elytra 
twice as long as the thorax, almost covering the pygidium, each obtusely 
rounded at apex ; lateral margins moderately depressed : abdomen and pectus 
fuscous or blackish : feet, terminal ventral segment, and sides of the thorax 
and elytra beneath, rufous. 

Pallodes, Erich. 

P. obsoktus. Rufo.testaceous : elytra entire, punctate-striate. 1 1. long. 
Pennsylvania. 

Short, strongly convex, rufo-testaceous, shining : head densely and im- 
perceptibly punctured ; eyes and tips of mandibles, black : the color of the 
antennae is that of the head, the clava is dusky, oblong, four jointed, two in- 
termediate joints thickest and equal : thorax somewhat paler than the head, 
impunctured, very shining ; each side towards the posterior angles with a 
small shallow indentation : scutel moderate, triangular, apparently impunc- 
tured : elytra entire, rounded at apex ; finely striate-punctate, the interstices 
impunctured; beneath colored as above: feet testaceous, with the tibia 
strongly ciliate or denticulate on the outer edge, and at the tip armed with 
two prominent spines ; nails small. This species does not satisfactorily cor- 
respond in all its characters with the present subgenus, but as it approaches 
nearer to it than to any other subgenus of Strongylinse I thought proper to 
place it here. It is rare, and found in company with P. silaceus. Erich., and 
Cychramus adustus, Erich. 

Engidx, Mac L. 

Cryptabcha, Shuck. 

C. picta. Fuscous ; thorax and elytra with the lateral margins pallid, the 
latter with an angulated cinereous fascia on the middle. — 1 1. long. Pennsyl- 
vania. 

Nitidula undata, Melsh. Catal. 

Elliptic, moderately convex, glossy, finely ashy pubescent, very minutely 
and densely punctured, dark fuscous : head somewhat large, plane, with an 
obsolete transverse impressed line between the eyes; mouth obsoletely 
piceous : antennae piceous, with the club oblong : thorax transverse, narrow- 
er before, with the sides slightly rounded ; lateral margins somewhat de- 
pressed ; anterior angles obtuse, posterior ones acute, prominent : scutellum 
small, triangular, piceous : elytra entire, about twice as long as the thorax, 
rounded at the apex ; ordinarily depressed behind the middle with a common 
zigzag cinereous fascia, and sometimes with a similar one behind the base ; 
beneath and feet rufo-piceous. 

IPS, Fabr., Erichson. 

Nitidula (Jps.) fasciala, Oliv. — Var. J3. Elytra black, with a large irre- 
gular spot at base, and smaller transverse one towards the apex, fulvous,— 
Ips 4-macuhsa, Melsh. Catal. 
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I. i-signatus, Say. — Var. £. Humeral spot double, small ; sometimes the 
humeral and apical spots are obsolete or wanting. — Ips similis, M. MS. 

1. I. bipustulatus. — Black; elytra with four small fulvous spots. — 2 1. 
long, 1 1. wide. Pennsylvania. 

Ips bipundatus, Melsh. Catal. 

Subquadrate, deep black, glossy : antennae piceous, clava dusky : head 
much, finely and deeply punctured : thorax transverse-subquadrate, with the 
sides slightly rounded and obsoletely piceous, punctured as the head ; a small 
obsolete basal indentation towards the posterior angles : scutel sparsely and 
minutely punctured on the base : elytra short, finely and deeply punctured, 
obtusely rounded at apex ; each elytrum with a small roundish yellowish or 
fulvous spot on the middle of the basal margin, and another similarly color- 
ed larger one between the middle and tip : feet castaneous or piceous : be- 
neath pitchy-black. — Resembles somewhat i-signatus, Say, but aside of its 
inferior size and other differences, it may be distinguished from that species 
by its more quadrate contour. 

2. I. geminatus. Castaneous; elytra each with two whitish spots, the 
posterior one double. 2J 1. long — 1 1. wide. Pennsylvania. 

Oblong, dull reddish-brown, glossy, much, finely and deeply punctured : 
head blackish, without any nasal impressions : thorax less distinctly punc- 
tulate on the disk than towards the sides, where it has the two ordinary in- 
dentations ; lateral edges almost rectilinear : scutel sparsely and finely punc- 
tured : elytra each with two whitish or pale yellowish spots ; the anterior or 
subhumeral spot is composed of three roundish, closely connected ones, the 
posterior spot is located behind the middle, is transverse and composed of 
two oval or roundish ones, of which the sub-sutural one is the larger ; apex 
obtusely rounded: feet and beneath castaneous or piceous. — Differs from 
faiciatus, Oliv. i-signatus, Say, sanguinokntus, Oliv., and bipustulatu , 
by the oblong form of the body. Specimens of this species may occur in 
which the prevailing color is black. 

Rhyzophagcs, Herbst. 

1 . R.? parallelus. Dark castaneous ; elytra paler ; feet and palpi rufo-piceous. 
2 1. long. Pennsylvania. 

Parallel, subdepressed ; head as wide as the apex of the thorax, above flat- 
tened, much and distinctly punctulate, reddish-brown : antennae ? palpi and 
mandibles rufo-piceous, the latter exposed, with the tips acute and black : 
thorax longer than wide, scarcely narrowed behind ; apex truncate, with the 
anterior angles obtuse ; base, together with the hind angles obtusely round- 
ed ; sides rectilinear ; basal edge finely margined ; much deeply and regularly 
punctulate. Scutellum minute, triangular, black : elytra paler than the 
thorax, with the lateral margins towards the apex obsoletely and broadly 
testaceous, punctate-striate, the interstices distinctly punctulate : beneath 
colored like the thorax : pectus strongly punctured : feet rufo-piceous. — The 
present specimen and the only one of this species in my collection, is de- 
prived of the antennae and all the tarsi. It has somewhat the form of a Tro- 
gosita. 
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2. R. erythropterus. Black ; antennae, elytra and feet rufous.—? 1. long. 
Pennsylvania. Bank of the Susquehanna. 

Elongate : head dull rufo-piceous, somewhat depressed above, much punc- 
tulate, with short obsolete longitudinal striae on the vertex; clypeus slightly 
longitudinally convex : antennae rufous, the clava short, ovate, with the 
joints compact : thorax as wide as the elytra, subquadrate, truncate at apex 
and base, the sides and posterior angles obtusely rounded ; disk somewhat 
depressed, with deep and distant punctures ; lateral margins more numerously 
punctulate ; each side of the middle with an impressed longitudinal line, 
bounded at base by an obsolete transverse one : scutel triangular, rounded at 
tip : elytra rufous, dusky, truncate and slightly narrowed at apex ; obsoletely 
punctate-striate, the striae fine, distinct : epipleurae and feet rufous : pygidium 
exposed, strongly punctulate : beneath black. 

Teogosita, Fabr. 

1. T.casfanea. Black above, beneath and feet reddish-brown; head an- 
teriorly obsoletely rufous. 5J 1. long, 2 J 1. wide. Pennsylvania. 

Trogosita castanea, Melsh Catal. 

Closely allied if not the same, to cinnamoneaf Say, but it differs from that 
species in being differently colored, in having the head and thorax more dis- 
tinctly punctured, in the elytra being always comparatively wider and deci- 
dedly differently engraved ; in the present species the striae and punctures 
are obsolete and the surface much Wrinkled. Say, in a letter, considers cas- 
tanea identical with his cinnamonea. 

2. T. corticalis. Black ; antennae and feet piceous ; elytra profoundly 
punctate striate. 4* 1. long, 1J 1. wide. Pennsylvania. 

Trogosita corticalis, Melsh. Catal. 

subnigra, Beauv. Ins. p. 127, pi. 32, f. 9.? 

Body subelliptic, black : head with large, deep and vicinal punctures ; a 
punctiform impression between the eyes : mandibles black : antenna? piceous : 
thorax subquadrate, obviously widest at base, with the sides feebly arcuated ; 
surface punctured like the head, with a narrow impunctured dorsal space ; 
posterior angles minute, acute, excurved : elytra with the sides almost paral- 
lel from the humeral angle to near the tip ; deeply punctate-striate, the in. 
terstices each form two series of minute oblong distant punctures : beneath 
and feet piceous. This species can hardly be either T. depressior or subni- 
gra of Pal. de Beauv., if his figures and descriptions of these two species be 
correct. 

3. T. limbalis. Dull rufo-piceous, with the disk of the thorax and elytra 
blackish. 4 1. long, 1^ wide. Pennsylvania. 

Form entirely that of the preceding ; head black, tinged with dull rufous 
at the sides ; sculptured as in the preceding : antenna rufo-piceous : thorax 
black, with the lateral margins broadly dull rufo-piceous ; contour and en- 
graving as in the preceding, with the impunctured dorsal space more feebly 
defined : elytra dull rufous, with the sutural region dusky or blackisk ; sides 
somewhat less parallel than in the preceding species ; finely punctate-striate, 
the interstices flat and transversely finely wrinkled : venter and postpectus 
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dark reddish-brown-piceous : antepectus, feet, epipleurae and ventral margins 
rufo-piceous. This species is closely allied to the preceding, from which 
it differs, apart from the color, in no essential character, except in the fine 
somewhat obsoletely punctured strias of the elytra, and the perfectly flat, and 
wrinkled interstices of the same. It must be also closely allied to marginaia, 
Beauv., and may probably prove to be that species. 

4. T. dubia. Blackish, with the sides of the elytra piceous, or testaceous ; 
feet rufo-piceous. 2§ 1. long, 1 1. wide. Pennsylvania. 

Body subelliptic : head black, with large, deep and vicinal punctures; 
mandibles piceous : antennae testaceous, piceous : thorax black, obviously 
widest at apex, with the sides very faintly rounded ; posterior angles minute, 
excurved ; surface punctured as the head, with the mesial impunctured space 
very narrow, obscure ; a small indentation on the anterior angles : scutel im- 
punctured, pitchy-black : elytra blackish, tinged with reddish-piceous, 
slightly widest behind the middle, with the lateral margin obsoletely dull 
reddish-brown or piceous ; punctate-striate, the interstices with minute, 
distinct oblong punctures ; beneath piceous : feet rufo-piceous. 

5. T. nana. Reddish-brown, with the sides of the thorax rounded. 2 1. 
long, f 1. wide. Pennsylvania. 

Oblong-subovate : head blackish, finely and somewhat densely punctured : 
antennas testaceous : thorax strongly transverse, narrowed at base with the 
sides rounded and faintly excurved at the posterior angles ; angles acute, the 
hinder ones not prominent ; punctured as the head ; dull reddish-brown ; 
dorsal impunctured line narrow and obscure : elytra paler than the thorax, 
about as wide as the thorax, punctate-striate, with the stria? very slightly 
impressed : beneath and feet colored as the elytra. 

Only a single specimen of this species has yet occurred to us, which was 
perhaps in an immature state when captured. 

6. T. bimaculata. Black ; each elytrum with a large fulvous spot near 
the middle. 3| 1. long, 1J 1. wide. Pennsylvania. Rare. 

Trogosita bimaculatdj Melsh. Catal. 
fasciata, << " 

Black, oblong-ovate : head finely and deeply punctured, with a small 
shallow frontal indentation : antennas piceous, with the clava testaceous : 
thorax blackish, with lateral margins piceous and rounded ; surface as much 
punctured as the head, but less distinctly ; each side of the middle with a 
small orbiculate indentation ; posterior angles minute, acute, feebly excur- 
ved : elytra comparatively wide and short, distinctly wider than the thorax, 
punctate-striate, striae shallow and with the punctures obsolete before the 
apex ; each elytrum with a large fulvous spot a little before the middle and 
nearer the suture than the lateral margin, the latter obsoletely piceous : be- 
neath obscure reddish-brown : feet piceous, with the tarsi paler. 
Bitoma, Herbst. 

B. undulata. Fuscous above, beneath and feet dull rufous; elytra maculate 
with cinereous before the middle, and a similarly colored fascia before the tip. — 
2| 1. long. Pennsylvania. 
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Colydium undulatum, Melsh. Catal. 

Body elongate : head finely and densely granulated, above blackish, with the 
apex dull rufous ; finely cinereous pubescent : antennae rufous, with the clava 
distinctly 2-jointed : thorax brown, tinged with rufous, pubescent like the head ; 
front margin elevated and somewhat advanced in the middle ; anterior angles 
very prominent ; lateral edges rectilinear, denticulated, abruptly contracted near 
the posterior angles ; disk longitudinally and widely impressed : elytra blackish, 
broadly dull rufous at base, varied with small ashy spots ; a dull rufous fascia, 
maculate with ashy, before the apex ; four longitudinal raised, finely granulated 
lines, the interstices each with a double series of punctures : feet and beneath 
dull rufous, sprinkled with numerous punctiform ashy scales. This species, in 
the form of the body, bears a stronger resemblance to a Colydium than to B« 
crenata, Hbst., the type of the genus Bitoma. 

BoTHniDEBES, Dejean's Catalogue. 

B. exaratus. Dark ferruginous ; thorax and elytra longitudinally ribbed.-— 
3 1. long. Pennsylvania. 

Ferruginous: head very minutely granulated : antennoe?: thorax norrowed 
posteriorly ; lateral edges elevated, faintly rounded ; angles acute, posterior ones 
deflexed ; an entire, fine, submarginal costa, similar, but shorter, or dislocated 
ones on the disk : scutel minute, orbiculate : elytra lighter tinted than the tho- 
rax, each with four longitudinal narrow acute lines; suture and lateral edges 
raised : feet and beneath rust-red. My collection contains only a single speci- 
men of this species, which is closely allied to B.gemmatus, Haldeman, Ditoma 
paradoxa, of some, but is smaller and comparatively much narrower than that 
species. 

Monotoma, Herbst. 

M. fulvipes. Blackish ; feet and antenna; fulvous. — J 1. long. Pennsyl- 
vania. 

Lairidius rufipes, Melsh. Catal. 

niger, <■ 

Black, opaque : head sparsely hispid, finely shagreened, with two longitudinal 
impressions between and near the eyes : Iabrum in front piceous : palpi and 
antenna dull fulvous : thorax finely shagreened, hispid, oblong-quadrate, 
slightly narrowed at apex, with the posterior angles rounded, the anterior ones 
small, acute ; two somewhat obsolete longitudinal impressions on the middle 
near the base : elytra dull reddish-brown, slightly hirsute, finely striate-punctate, 
the interstices fine, convex : beneath black, with the tip of the venter obsoletely 
testaceous : feet dull fulvous. 

Synchita, Hellwig. 

S.fuliginosa. Ferruginous above, dull rufous beneath. — 1§ I. long. Penn- 
sylvania. 

Lyctus fuliginosus, Melsh. Catal. 

Ferruginous, much finely and yellowish granulated : eyes black: antennae 
and palpi rufo-testaceous, the former with the capitulum somewhat depressed : 
thorax with the lateral margins narrowly depressed, and finely ciliate at the 

13 
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edges ; a very obsolete mesial line : elytra crenate-striate, the interstices trans- 
versely wrinkled : beneath dark rufous : feet lighter. 
Cicojses, Curtis. 

C. marginalis. Brunneous above ; lateral thoracic margins and body beneath 
dull rufous. — 1J I. long. Pennsylvania. 

Lyctus marginalis, Melsh. Catal. 

Dark brown above, densely hispid : head small, tinged with rufous, finely 
granulated, plunged to the eyes into the emargination of the thorax : antenna; 
piceous, the capitulum rufous and pubescent at tip : thorax widely and profoundly 
emarginate at apex, with the lateral margins dull rufous, widely depressed and 
slightly rounded ; anterior angles prominent, acute ; posterior ones faintly round- 
ed ; surface finely granulated ; lateral edges ciliated : scutellum punctiform : ely- 
tra obsoletely maculate with dull rufous ; lateral edges similarly colored ; finely 
crenate-striate, the interstices somewhat obsolete, with ranges of short, robust 
sets : feet and beneath dull rufous. 

Xylotrogus, Stephens. 

1. X. brevicornis. Badious : antenna; short, robust — 1J I. long. Pennsyl- 
vania. 

Lyctus americanus, Melsh. Catal. 

Head blackish, inequal, deeply and widely impressed each side between the 
antenna;; strongly puniurid: antenna; piceous, robust, short, 11-jointed, joints 
2 — 9 transverse, equal, compact ; two last joints slightly thicker than the pre- 
ceding ones, separate ; terminal joint obtuse : thorax blackish, glabrous, subquad- 
rate, scarcely narrowed at base ; angles acute ; transversely impressed behind the 
middle ; surface with large and profound punctures, with a narrow, impressed 
mesial line : scutel minute, blackish : elytra chestnut, deeply striate, stria; with 
transverse punctures, the interstices very fine, with the sutural one remotely and 
minutely punctured; apical edge slightly reflexed: beneath strongly punctured, 
dark chestnut: feet similarly colored. Closely allied to Lyctus re/ferus, Say, 
but the outlines of the thorax are different. 

2. X. parallelipipedus. Fuscous ; feet rufo-testaceous. Less than 1^ 1. long. 
Pennsylvania. 

Lyctus parallelipipedus ? Melsh. Catal. 

Elongate, subparallel, dull reddish-brown, densely and very minutely punc- 
tured, finely golden pubescent : head in front and mandibles rufous : antenna;?: 
eyes black: thorax subquadrate, convex, somewhat longer than wide, slightly 
narrowed at apex, which is slightly advanced, and obtusely rounded in the middle; 
anterior angles subacute ; basal edge slightly bisinuate ; sides almost rectilinear : 
scutel minute, transverse : elytra convex, nearly three times longer than the tho- 
rax, with the sides subparallel; apex obtusely rounded: beneath chestnut, glab- 
rous; feet paler. 

Lyctus, Fabr. 

L.slriatus. Reddish-brown, pubescent ; elytra feebly punctate-striate. — 2-2| 
1. long. Pennsylvania. 
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Lyctua atriotus, Melsh; Catal. 178. 

canaliculalus, " " 

Dull reddish-brown : head roughly punctured, yellowish pubescent : eyes black: 
thorax subquadrate, slightly narrowed behind, with the sides rectilinear to near 
the apex ; punctured like the head, golden pubescent, with a wide glabrous in- 
dentation on the disk : elytra cylindric, frequently paler than the thorax, and 
sometimes with the disk darker; obsoletely punctate striate, the interstices yel- 
lowish pubescent : antennse and feet colored as the elytra: postpectus brown, 
shining : antepectus and venter reddish-brown. 

2. L. axillaris. Fuscous, or reddish-brown, pubescent ; elytra with a testa- 
ceous humeral spot. — 1 J I, long. Pennsylvania. 

Lyctus axillarus, Melsh. Catal. 179. 

fuscus, " " " 

Reddish-brown, or fuscous: head and thorax as in the preceding, the latter, 
however, is almost quadrate or hardly narrowed behind : elytra sculptured and 
clothed as in the preceding; humeral tubercle obsoletely testaceous: antennas, 
feet and beneath, as in the preceding. This species may probably prove to be 
the male of the preceding one. 

L^mophloefs, Dejean. 

L. fasciatus. Testaceous, glabrous : elytra fuscous, each with a testaceous 
spot and four striae. — 1J — 2J 1. long, f — 1 I. wide. Pennsylvania. Not rare. 

Cucujus fasciatus, Melsh. Catal. 

Flat, testaceous, glabrous : head as large as the thorax, densely punctulate, 
with longitudinal and transverse epicranial lines distinct: mandibles blackish at 
tip : palpi and antenna? testaceous, the latter long, sparsely pubescent : thorax 
very short, much narrower at base than at apex ; base and apex truncate ; hinder 
angles minute, acute, excurved ; sides slightly rounded, more or less crenate ; 
minutely and densely punctured, with the disk often dusky ; lateral submarginal 
line distinct, with a small impression on its inner side towards the base : scutel 
testaceous, short, wide, obtusely rounded at tip : elytra short, brownish, very finely 
punctured ; each elytrum with a large testaceous spot near the middle, and four 
longitudinal impressed lines: feet and beneath yellowish-testaceous. Though this 
is an abundant species, yet I have not seen it described. It is, perhaps, the Ade- 
lina complanata of Dej. Catal. 

Cucujus oblongus, Fabr., varies much in size — from 2J to 6 lines in length. 

Cucujus biguttatus, Say, varies much in size, color and form of the antennal 
joints. 

Tetratoma, Herbst. 

1. T. obsolete. Blask, beneath piceous ; elytra obsoletely maculate with ru- 
fous. — 24 I. long. Pennsylvania. 

Mycetophagus 10-guttatus, Melsh. Catal. 

Black above : head coarsely punctured, pubescent : antennas, mouth, palpi and 
feet, dull rufo-piceous, the first with the clava fuscous : thorax punctured and 
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pubescent like the head : scutel strongly punctured : elytra pubescent, punctate- 
striate, the interstices transversely wrinkled; a humeral spot, a small one behind 
the scutel, one on the lateral margin near the middle, a narrow undulated fascia 
behind the middle, and a small spot before the apex, obsoletely rufous : beneath 
piceous j tip of the venter paler. This species has the form of a Mycetopkagus, 
and resembles somewhat M. punclatus, Say. 

2. T. tesseUata. Black ; elytra maculate with fulvous. — If I. long. Penn- 
sylvania. 

JHycetophagus tessellatus, Melsh. Caial. 

Black above, strongly punctured, finely pubescent : mouth and antennas dull 
testaceous, the latter with the clava fuscous : thorax with a basal indentation 
each side of the middle : scutel strongly punctured : elytra transversely wrinkled, 
each elytrum with about ten fulvous spots, which are frequently confluent : be- 
neath piceous or dull testaceous. 

Mycetophagids, Westw. 
Mycetophagtjs, Fabr. 

1. M. bimaculatus. Testaceous; head, thorax and two spots on each elytrum 
black. — 2 1. long. Pennsylvania. 

Head blackish, strongly punctured, pubescent: labrum and antennas dull testa- 
ceous, the latter with the clava fuscous : thorax blackish, punctured and pubescent 
like the head, with a profound basal impressioo each side of the middle : elytra 
rufo-testaceous, pubescent, punctate-striate, the interstices transversely wrinkled ; 
each elytrum with two large irregular black spots, the anterior spot attains the 
lateral margin, but not the suture ; the posterior one is contiguous to the suture, 
but scarcely attains the lateral edge : feet and beneath dull testaceous, finely pu- 
bescent. 

2. M . bipuslulatus. Black ; each elytrum with two fulvous spots. Hardly 
2 1. long. Pennsylvania. 

Black, strongly and much punctured, yellowish pubescent : antennas, palpi and 
labrum dull testaceous : thorax and elytra sculptured as in the preceding, the 
latter with a roundish subhumeral spot, and a transverse one behind the middle, 
fulvous: beneath piceous : feet dull testaceous. 

Atomaria, Kirby. 

1. A. pubescens. Dull ochraceous, pubescent. — 1J 1. long. Pennsylvania. 
Cryptophagus pube.sce.ns, Melsh. Catal. 

Body dull ochraceous, yellowish pubescent : head finely and confertly punc- 
tured : eyes black: antennas and feet paler than the body: thorax transverse, 
punctured like the head, with the lateral edges entire, and feebly rounded ; scutel 
transverse: elytra very minutely punctured and wrinkled, and densely pubes- 
cent. 

2. A. crenata. Ochraceous, pubescent; elytra striate-punctate. — 1$ I. long. 
Pennsylvania. 
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Ochraceous, yellowish pilose : head still more finely punctured than in the 
preceding : antenna? and feet testaceous : eyes black : thorax as in the preceding, 
with two small tufts of hair on the middle of the posterior edge: scutel trans- 
verse : elytra finely striate-punctate, punctures placed in very shallow stria}, the 
interstices convex, each with two rows of very minute, distant punctures : beneath 
pale rufous. 

Antherofhagus, Knoch, Latr. 
A. ochraceus. Ochraceous, pubescent; base of the tibise blackish. — 2 J I. long. 
Pennsylvania. 

Oblong-oval, pale ochraceous, densely clothed with a yellowish prostrate pu- 
bescence : head large, above flattish, very minutely punctured, posteriorly glab- 
rous, at tip profoundly emarginate: mandibles at tip black, acute: antenna: 
robust, with the basal joint stout; joints 2—8 equal, moniliform ; fuscous, with 
the basal joint, and frequently the clava, ochraceous : eyes black : thorax trans- 
verse-quadrate, with the sides slightly rounded; surface very minutely and densely 
punctured : scutel transverse, very narrow, and often of a deeper tint than the 
body : elytra very minutely and densely wrinkled, obsoletely striate : venter and 
postpectus rufous : feet colored like the elytra, with the base of the tibia? 
blackish. 

Crtptophagus, Herbst. 
C. maculatus. Rufous ; elytra testaceous, punctate-striate, maculate with fus- 
cous; thorax at sides dentate. — 1J 1. long. Pennsylvania. 
Latridius maculatus, Melsh. Catal. 

Dull rufous: head inequal, with the front somewhat impressed and wrinkled: 
antenna? 11-jointed, first joint clavate, second robust, about the length of the thitd, 
which is longer than the fourth ; clava 3-jointed, two first joints subglobular, 
third or terminal joint ovate : palpi small, filiform : eyes black : thorax subtrans- 
verse, with the base truncate, finely margined ; apex obtusely rounded ; sides 
rounded, with four prominent teeth at each ; lateral margins depressed ; disk 
convex, rough with rugose punctures, deeply grooved in the middle : elytra wider 
at base than the thorax, widest behind the middle, moderately convex, testaceous, 
obsoletely maculate with fuscous, profoundly punctate-striate, with the stria? much 
wider than the interstices, sutural stria very short, the interstices subacute, lateral 
one extending from the base to the suture ; lateral edge finely marginate : feet 
testaceous ; tarsi simple, heteromerous. 

CoRTicABrA, Marsh. 

1. C. pulicarius. Blackish; elytracrenate-striate. J I. long. Pennsylvania. 

Latridius pulicarius, Melsh. Catal. 

Head and thorax blackish, with a rufous tinge, densely and finely granulated, 
the former with an obsolete longitudinal impressed line in the middle : antennae 
colored like the feet : eyes deep black : thorax truncate-subcordate, transversely 
indented before the base ; mesial groove distinct : elytra dark chestnut, without 
gloss, deeply crenate-striate : feet dull red-testaceous. 
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2. C. pusillus. Pale rufous; antennae and feet testaceous. ^ 1. long. 
Pennsylvania. 

Latridius pusillus, Melsh. Catal. 

Form and size of the preceding. Head and thorax punctulated, finely pubes- 
cent, pale rufous, the first somewhat convex between the eyes, which are black : 
antennas and feet testaceous : thorax convex, narrowed and rounded anteriorly, 
transversely and widely indented before the basal margin : elytra deeper colored 
than the thorax, clothed with an ashy pubescence, punctate-striate : beneath 
dark rufous. 

Dermestidse, Leach. 

Trogoderma, Latr. 

T 1 tarsale. Black ; antenna; and tarsi testaceous ; elytra maculate with ru- 
fous. 1J I. long. Pennsylvania. 

Body subovate, black, with minute short hairs : head finely punctulate : an- 
tennte testaceous, thickened towards the apex, with all the joints, excepting the 
three first, in $ , shortly pectinate, and the terminal joint long, lanceolate ; 
antennae (?) very short, with the clava compactly four-jointed : thorax very 
minutely punctured, sparsely covered with ashy and rufous pilose spots: elytra 
finely and densely punctured, and minutely longitudinally wrinkled, maculate 
with dull rufous, and with sparse ashy pilose irregular transverse lines : beneath 
black ; femora piceous ; tibiae and tarsi pale testaceous. This is parhaps Der- 
mophagus pectinatus, Dej. Catal. The larvae of this species infest entomolo- 
gical collections. 

Anthrencs, Geoff. Fabr. 

1. A. destructor. Dark fuscous, densely clothed with minute ochraceous 
scales; posterior thoracic angles and spots on the elytra, white. 1 — 1| 1. 
long. Pennsylvania. Frequent in neglected insect collections. 

Anthrenus tricolor, Hbst. Col. VII- 333 1 
« " museorum, Melsh. Catal. 

Brown, densely clothed above with ochraceous scales, particularly the disk of 
the thorax : antennae deep black : thorax with the sides of the basal margin, 
hinder angles, and sometimes the middle lobe, white squamulose : elytra with 
two or three irregular, undulated fascice of minute white scales, sometimes dis- 
posed only in spots : body beneath densely covered with minute ashy or white 
scales, sometimes with the ventral segments laterally each with a dusky or black 
spot : feet blackish, sparsely covered with ashy scales. Altogether different from 
musseorum, Fabr., and does not satisfactorily agree with the description of tri- 
color by Herbst. 

2. A. castanese. Black; elytra dull red-brown, with scattered yellowish 
scales. I 1. long. 

Anthrenus castanese pumila, Melsh. Catal. 
« « adspersus, Hbst. Col. VII. 332. 8 ? 

Head black : antennas and feet dull rufous : thorax black, sometimes nearly 
colored as the elytra, with the posterior margins and hinder angles sparsely 
clothed with whitish or yellowish scales, and with a few scattered similarly co- 
lored ones on the disk : elytra reddish-brown, with scattered yellowish scales, 
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often disposed in small spots, and most numerous behind the base : beneath 
blackish, or dull reddish-brown, partially clothed with ashy scales. Occurs in 
profusion on the blossoms of Castanea pumila. 

3. A. thoracicus. Black; thorax each side broadly white squamulose; elytra 
with a large lateral white spot. 1 1. long. Pennsylvania. 

Anthrenus thoracicus, Melsh, Catal. 

Black ; head with a few scattered white scales : antennae and feet dull rufous, 
or dark reddish brown : thorax densely and broadly covered at the sides with mi- 
nute whitish scales : elytra with the lateral margins each with a large white 
squamulose spot, occupying one-third of the side, and extending almost to the 
suture, on which is a common, short linear spot behind the middle, and a simi- 
lar but shorter one before the apex, ochraceous : pectus partially, and venter en- 
tirely covered with small, white scales ; lateral margins of the venter with small 
blackish spots. 

Byrrhidse, Leach. 

Stncalipta, Dillwyn. 

S. hispidus. Castaneous, hispid ; antennae and feet red-brown. 1| I. long. 
Pennsylvania. 

Chestnut-brown, fuscous hispid : head blackish, somewhat wrinkled, very 
finely and distantly punctured : thorax punctured like the head : elytra darker 
than the thorax, glossy, with very fine vicinal punctures : beneath glabrous. 

Btbhhus, Fabr. 

1. B. trivittatus. Blackish--brassy ; elytra with three broad green vittse. 3 I. 
long, 2 1. wide. Pennsylvania. 

Byrrhus varius, Steff. Germ. Zeitsch. IV. 28. 23 1 

Body short-ovate : head cupreous, confertly and profoundly punctated and some- 
what wrinkled, with a transverse angulated line between the antennas, being 
more or less obtuse and obsolete : antennae blackish : thorax cupreous as the 
head, densely, minutely and profoundly punctured, and with numerous trans- 
verse wrinkles towards the base and posterior angles : scutel obtuse-triangular : 
elytra brown-brassy, very minutely shagreened, finely punctate-striate, with the 
spaces broad, slightly elevated, fiat, the three inner ones green, the sutural 
one abbreviated towards the middle ; apex obtusely rounded : beneath black : 
feet dark fuscous. Does not satisfactorily agree with any specimen of varius: 
Fabr. in my collection. 

2. B. undatus. Dark fuscous : elytra with two common transverse, undu- 
lated white lines on the middle. 2 l-5th, I. long, If 1. wide Pennsylvania. 

Byrrhus murinus, Melsh. Catal — Steffany. Germar Zeitschrift Vol. IV. p. 
24, No. 19 ? 

Short-oval, very dark fuscous, tomentose and short, black hirsute : head mi- 
nutely wrinkled : palpi piceous : thorax very short, greatly attenuated anteriorly, 
with the base and apex bisinuate ; surface strongly shagreened ; two short linear 
impressions in front of the scutel ; an obsolete medial groove : scutel deep black 
tomentose : elytra closely and faintly striate, the interstices narrower than the 
striate spaces, black tomentose, particularly the three inner ones ; two common 
transverse white lines on the middle, not attaining the lateral margins and con- 
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fluent at their ends ; apex subacutely rounded : beneath black-fuscous : feet dark 
rufo-piceous. Differs in many respects from murinus, F. 

3. B. glabellas. Black, glabrous; elytra finely striate. 2 2-5ths 1. long, 
1J 1. wide. 

Short-oval, black, glabrous glossy : head densely and rugosely punctured, 
punctures large, profound and distant on the clypeus: thorax short, much con- 
tracted anteriorly, with the sides emarginate ; anterior and posterior margins 
bisinuate ; anterior angles strongly deflexed, acute, hinder ones acute ; surface 
densely and deeply punctulate : elytra with ten fine, somewhat deeply impres- 
sed striae, the second stria? is abbreviated near the middle and united at the 
origin with the third, the fourth stria is united in a similar manner with the 
fifth, spaces between the stria: irregular in breadth, finely transversely wrinkled ; 
apex acutely rounded : beneath black, strongly punctured : feet dark rufo-pic- 
eous. 

Simplocaiiia, Marsh. 

S.strigosa. Deep black-brown, subglabrous ; elytra punctate-striate. 1^1. 
long, -| 1. wide. Georgia. 

Byrrhus strigosus, J. Melsh, M. S. 

Short-ovate, black or dark brown, subglabrous glossy : head and thorax opake, 
intensely finely shagreened, the former with the anterior edge margined : scutel 
minute triangular : elytra convex, acuminate at apex ; distinctly punctate-striate, 
almost glabrous, and like the head and thorax, with scattered short capitate setae : 
beneath blackish : feet dark reddish-brown. 

( To be continued in next number.) 



The Committee to whom was referred the following paper 
read August 20, 1844, reported in favor of publication. 

Description of new species of Reptiles from Jlfrica. 

By Edward Hallowell, M. D. 

Coluber lavis. 

Description. — Head of moderate size, broad posteriorly, nar- 
rowed in front, covered above with nine plates ; the occipital are 
large, pentagonal, the broadest part presenting anteriorly; the verti- 
cal plate is hexagonal, broadest anteriorly ; the supra-orbital are of 
moderate size, hexagonal, the inferior margin being curved for the 
reception of the upper margin of the orbit ; there are two anterior 
and two posterior orbitar plates ; the posterior are quadrangular, the 
anterior are pentagonal ; there are two nasal plates with the nostril 
placed between them ; there are two posterior and two anterior or- 
bitar plates ; the vertical plate is large, its upper margin rounded 
where it is joined to the anterior frontal and nasal plates ; there are 
seven superior labial plates ; the eyes are large, the irides ; there 
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are five temporal plates ; one on each side, and four on the other 
side of the head ; the body is of moderate size, thicker in the middle, 
covered above and on the sides with smooth quadrangular scales ; 
the tail is long and tapering; abdominal scuta 150 : subcaudal 100. 
Color. — Body bronze above, with eight or ten yellowish bands upon 
the neck and upper part of the body ; four or five others are also 
observed upon the middle of the body, but they are here indistinct; 
these bands or striae are formed by the separation of an equal number 
of broad bands of a dark purple color, which coalesce upon the 
posterior party of the body ; these bands extend upon the sides of the 
body, where they assume a triangular form, the apices presenting 
downwards ; the under surface of the abdomen is yellow, clouded 
with bronze ; the sides of the body in the spaces intervening 
between the bronze colored bands above described are also yellow. 



Dimensions. 



Length of the head, 
Breadth posteriorly, 
Length of body, 
Length of tail, 



Feel. Inches. 
1 

| 

1 6 
9 



IKpsas carinatits. 

Description. — Head small, rounded in front, covered above with 
nine plates ; the occipital are large f pentagonal, broadest anteriorly; 
the vertical plate isjhexagonal, the supraorbital are quadrangular, the 
inferior margins being curved to receive the nostril ; there are two 
anterior and two posterior frontal plates ; the posterior are quad- 
rangular, larger than the anterior ; there are two nasal plates, the 
posterior is much the larger, with the nostril placed between them : 
the vertical plate is quadrilateral, rounded superiorly ; there are 

seven superior labial plates; the eyes are large, irides ; body 

slender, triangular, compressed upon the sides, covered with oblong 
narrow and carinated scales ; tail of moderate length, slender and 
tapering — abdominal scuta 247 : subcaudal 273. 

Color. — Body brownish above with numerous yellow terminal nar- 
row bands ; under surface of chin and throat light yellow ; abdomen 
and under surface of tail greenish yellow. 

14 



ret. 




JLUUtCi 





2 


2 


21 




41 
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Dimensions. 

Length of head, - 

Breadth posteriorly, 

Length of body, - 

Length of tail, 

Trionyx Mortoni, (young.) 

Description. — Head of moderate size, conoidal, flattened supe- 
riorly, triangular in front ; snout somewhat prolonged ; eyes of mo- 
derate size ; jaws horny, and of a light yellow color ; carapace oval, 
depressed, presenting numerous lines or striae near the upper ex- 
tremity ; sternum cruciform, rounded anteriorly; posterior ex- 
tremely triangular ; limbs short, webbed at their extremity, each 
having three toes. 

Color. — Carapace and surface of the body generally of an ash 
color, the carapace presenting numerous rounded spots of a white 
color with black borders, having fourteen or fifteen black blotches in 
its centre ; similar spots are observed upon the neck, extremities 
and under surface of the body at its margin ; upon the sternum are 
observed numerous striae or undulating lines of a dark color ; the 
posterior part of the sternum is white. 
Dimensions . 





Feet. 


Inches. 


Length of body, - 





3 


Breadth, 





1\ at its middle 


Length of head, - 





1 


Breadth posteriorly, 





5 
8 



The Committee to whom was referred a letter from Prof. 
Reid, of New York, containing analyses of three Sulphur 
springs at Sharon, Scoharie county, N. Y., reported for pub- 
lication the following portion. 

To Messrs. Rushton & Co. 

In compliance with your request I proceeded to Sharon Springs, 
and there analysed three Springs, named " White Sulphur," " Blue 
Sulphur," and " Magnesia." The temperature taken at various 
times, during a four day's residence at the Springs, was invariably 
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48° of Fahr. in each Spring, not being influenced by changes of 
temperature in the atmosphere. 

Sharon, Scoharie county, N. Y. 

The contents of one gallon of the White Sulphur were, 

Water copious. 
Bicarbonate of magnesia, 
Sulphate of magnesia, 
Sulphate of lime, 

Hydrosulphate of magnesia and lime, 
Chlorides of sodium and magnesium, 



Hydrosulphuric acid gas or sulphuretted hy- 
drogen, 20.5 cubic inch. 



The contents of one gallon of the Blue Sulphur were, 

Bicarbonate of magnesia, 32. grains. 

Sulphate of magnesia, 7.5 " 

Sulphate of lime, 77.5 " 

Chlorides of sodium and magnesium, 2.5 " 



24. 


grains. 


34. 


tt 


85.4 


K 


3. 


i* 


2.7 


■I 


149.1 


K 



Solid contents, 119.5 " 

The contents of one gallon of the Magnesia Spring were, 
Bicarbonate of magnesia, 
Sulphate of magnesia, 
Sulphate of lime, 

Hydrosulphates of magnesia and lime, 
Chlorides of sodium and magnesium, 

Solid contents, 133.7 " 

Hydrosulphuric acid gas or sulphuretted hy- 
drogen, 3.3 cubic inch. 



30.5 grains, 


22.7 


it 


76. 


U 


.5 


a 


3. 


(( 



122 [October, 1844. 

Richland Springs, Otsego county, N. Y. 
Analysis of Two Springs, No. 1, A., No. 3, C. Water slug- 
gish. 
No. 1, A. No 3, C. Bicarbonate of magnesia. 
20. grains. 20. grains. Bicarbonate of lime. 
10, " 10. " Sulphate of magnesia. 

30. " 27. " Hydrosulphates of magnesia and lime. 

2. " 2.5 " Chlorides of magnesium and sodium. 

90. « 93. " Sulphate of lime. 

153. 154. Solid contents. 



20.6 19.8 cubic inches sulphuretted hydrogen or hydro- 

sulphuric acid gas. 
Contents one gallon. 

Signed, Your ob't. ser't. 

Lawrence Reid, 
Prof. Chymistry to the N. Y. College of Pharmacy. 



The Committee to whom was referred a communication 
from Dr Morton, containing observations on Ancient Egyp- 
tian Crania, reported in favor of publication. 

Observations on a second series of Ancient Egyptian Crania. 
Towards the close of the year 1842, Dr. Lepsius, the distin- 
guished head of the Prussian Scientific Commission in Egypt, re- 
opened several very ancient tombs in the vicinity of the Pyramids 
of Ghezeh. These tombs date with the third and fourth dynasties 
of Egyptian chronology, as is proved by their inscriptions ; but 
having been the receptacles of wealthy individuals, they were no 
doubt plundered in very remote times ; and whenever succeeding 
generations have again devoted them to sepulchral purposes, avarice 
has renewed its desecrations in the search for treasure. Thus, the 
Hykshos, Persians, Greeks, Romans and Saracens, have probably 
each in turn violated these tombs; leaving it a question of entire 
uncertainty, whether the embalmed bodies^now found in them belong 
to the earlier or later epochs of Egyptian history. I make these 
remarks to show that I do not infer the age of these mummies from 
the date of the tombs ; but at the same time it may be observed, 
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that in the mere search for plunder there was no occasion to de- 
stroy or eject the bodies of the dead ; and mutilated as they are, it 
is possible that some of them may have pertained to a very remote 
age. 

My friend Dr. Pickering, writing to me from Cairo about the 
time of these explorations, observes that Dr. Lepsius expected to 
find " the veritable remains of the primeval Egyptians ; but it was 
discovered that they had been displaced by Greeks, &c, and that 
there was nothing of this sort older than Psammeticus." (B.C. 550.) 
The bodies that retained their legends may have been of Greek 
and other comparatively modern inhabitants of Egypt; but with re- 
spect to the seventeen skulls before us, I have no hesitation in declar- 
ing, that but two of them could have belonged to persons of Greek 
or any other Indo-European lineage. The others may have borne 
Greek inscriptions, but that would not make them Greeks ; for the 
language of the latter people was the compulsory vernacular tongue 
during most of the Ptolemaic epoch. Moreover, the skulls in 
question are entirely denuded of bandages and even of integuments; 
whence it seems evident that no inferences drawn from Greek or 
other inscriptions could have applied to them. 

The following is an Ethnographic analysis of this series of 
crania: . 



Egyptian form, .... 

Egyptian form, with traces of Negro lineage. 
Negroid form, ..... 

Pelasgic form, 

Semitic form, ..... 



Remarks. 



11 
2 
1 
2 
1 

17 



1. The Egyptian form is admirably characterized in eleven of 
these heads, and corresponds in every particular with the Nilotic 
physiognomy, as indicated by monumental and sepulchral evidences 
in my Crania iEgyptiaca, viz. — the small, long and narrow head, with 
a somewhat receding forehead, narrow and rather projecting face, 
and delicacy of the whole osteoiogical structure. No hair remains, 
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and the bony meatus of the ear corresponds with that of all other 
Caucasian nations. 

Two other heads present some mixture of Negro lineage with the 
Egyptian, which is expressed in the conformation and expression 
of the facial bones, more particularly as seen in the greater breadth 
and flatness of the face, and a stronger development of the upper 
maxilla. 

Of these thirteen crania, eleven are adult, of which the largest 
has an internal capacity of 93 cubic inches, and the smallest 76, 
giving a mean of 86 cubic inches for the size of the brain. This 
measurement exceeds, by only three cubic inches, the average de- 
rived from the entire series of Egyptian heads in my Crania 
iEgyptiaca. 

The facial angle of the adult heads gives a mean of 82°, the 
largest rising as high as 86°, and the smallest being 78°. Two 
other heads are those of children, in whom the Egyptian conforma- 
tion is perfect, and these give, respectively, the remarkably large 
facial angle of 89° and 91°. The mean adult angle is greater than 
that given by the large series measured in the Crania jEgyptiaca. 
Is this owing to the fact, that the heads now under consideration 
belonged to persons of distinction, and probably, therefore, of edu- 
cation and refinement ? 

These crania, as already observed, are long and narrow, and 
receding in front; but posteriorly, in the parietal regions they be- 
come much broader ; the whole occiput is very full, and remarkably 
projecting; the sides of the cranium are rather flat, and the coronal 
region long and depressed. 

2. The Negroid head, as I have elsewhere explained, is a mix- 
ture of the Caucasian and Negro form in which the latter predomi- 
nates. Such is the case in the present instance, as even a partially 
practised eye can readily discover. This head strongly resem- 
bles those of two modern Copts in my possession. It gives 81 cubic 
inches for the size of the brain, and a facial angle of 80. It is re- 
markable for deep depressions on the lateral surfaces of the parietal 
bones, apparently caused by the action of the posterior portions of 
a powerful occipito-frontalis muscle. Among six hundred skulls in 
my collection, but two present this development in an equal degree ; 
one of these is an Egyptian, the other a Hindoo head. 
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3. Of the two Pelasgic heads, one is perfect, and well character- 
ised in most of its proportions. It has an internal capacity of 93 
cubic inches, and a facial angle of 80°. The other head has lost 
the bones of the face, whence its ethnographic relations are not so 
obvious ; and I have ventured to judge it by its cranial developments. 
It is internally but two cubic inches smaller than the other. 

4. The solitary Semitic head, has rather the common Arab, than 
the Hebrew cast of features. It measures internally 87 cubic 
inches, and has a facial angle of 79°. 

The ages of the individuals to whom these seventeen skulls 
pertained, may be proximately stated as follows: 5, 7,* 18, 20, 20, 
25, 30, 40, 40, 40, 50, 50, 50, 50, 50, 50, 55. 

The results derived from this series of crania, sustain in a most 
gratifying manner, those obtained from the greater collection of 
one hundred skulls sent me from Egypt, by my friend, George R. 
Gliddon, Esq., and which have afforded the materials of my Crania 
Egyptiaca ; and without making further comparisons on the present 
occasion, (for I design from time to time to resume the subject, as 
facts and materials may come to my hands,). I shall merely subjoin 
my Ethnographic table from the Crania iEgyptiaca, so extended as 
to embrace all the ancient Egyptian skulls now in my possession. 
Ethnographic Table of one hundred and seventeen ancient Egyptian Crania. 



Sepulchral Localities. 


No. 


Egyptian. 


Pelasgic. 


S f mi tic. 


Mixed. 


N egroid. 


Negrro. 


idiot 


Memphis, 


26 


7 


16 


i 


1 


1 




Ghizeh, 


17 


11 


2 


i 


2 


1 






MaabJeh, 


4 


1 


1 






2 






Abydos, 


4 


2 


1 


i 










Thebes, 


55 


30 


10 


4 


4 


5 




2 


Ombos, 


3 


3 














Philse, 


4 


2 


1 








1 




Debdd, 


4 


4 












2 




117 


60 


31 


7 


7 


9 


1 



It remains for me to add, which I do with great pleasure, that I 
am indebted for this second series of Egyptian Crania, to Mr. Wm. 
A. Gliddon, of Cairo, who, prompted by that extraordinary interest 
in Egyptian questions which seems inherent in his family, has 
availed himself of every opportunity for extending our knowledge 
of the people and the monuments of ancient Egypt. 

* The two juvenile heads are of course not used in calculating the mean 
either of the size of the brain or the facial angle. 



126 [October, 1844. 

A letter from Dr. Richard Lepsius, head of the Prussian 
Scientific Commission in Egypt, was read at the meeting of 
the 23d of July last,but accidentally omitted in the last number 
of the Proceedings. It is addressed to Mr. Gliddon,and dated at 
Khartoon, (junction of the White and Blue Nile,) March 29, 
1844. After returning thanks for his election as a Corres- 
ponding member of this Society, he concludes his letter with 
the following highly interesting announcement : 

" The most important result of my visit to the Pyramids 
of Begerawe, and the temples at Ben Naga, Naga and the 
Wadee e'-Sofra, is, that all these monuments, ascend, as an 
extreme, as far as the times of the Ptolemies ; and date, for 
the most part, about the first centuries of our era. I hasten 
to examine the Ethiopian monuments of Mount Berkal, 
which date at least as far back as the seventh century before 
Christ." 



